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A UANADIAN CITIZEN 


ith the passage of the Canadian 

Citizenship Act in 1947, Canada 

became the first Commonwealth 
country to have its own citizenship. A Canadian 
citizen, whether by birth or by naturalization, 
enjoys certain fundamental rights and 
freedoms. In order to take advantage of some of 
these rights, however, you may be asked to 
prove your citizenship status. If you want to 
run for Parliament, for example, you must first 
show that you are a Canadian citizen. In order 
to do this, you must have some form of proper 
official documentation. 


The following are examples of instances during 
which you may be asked to show that you are a 
Canadian citizen: 


¢ if you want to vote in federal or 
provincial elections, or run for public 
office at the federal or provincial level; 


¢ if you want to apply for a Canadian 
passport; 


e if you want to re-enter Canada after 
travelling abroad; 


e if you want to apply for certain public 
service, business or professional positions. 


In each of these cases, a citizenship certificate 
would prove useful. The certificate is an official 
document that can offer definitive, legal proof 
of your status as a Canadian citizen. If you are 
already a citizen and do not have one, why not 
consider applying for one? 


CERTIFICATE AND WHY 
IS IT NECESSARY? 


e citizenship certificate is a wallet- 
sized document, covered in plastic, 
which certifies that you are a Canadian. 

It also acts as identification, showing your 
picture and a sample of your signature, as well 
as stating your name, date of birth, height and 
sex. It is an official document that is issued by 
the Government of Canada. 


The document can be used as definitive proof 
of your citizenship status when applying for 
jobs, passports, etc. It can also be used in 
certain circumstances when you travel. The 
citizenship certificate is currently accepted in 
North America as documentary evidence of 
your right to be re-admitted to Canada. When 
travelling outside of Canada most countries 
(except for a few Caribbean islands) require a 
Canadian visitor to be in possession of a valid 
Canadian passport. When you travel it is 
advisable to carry both a citizenship certificate 
and a Canadian passport. 


OBTAIN A CITIZENSHIP 
CERTIFICATE? 


ny Canadian citizen is entitled to apply 
for a citizenship certificate. Naturalized 
anadians automatically receive the 

document when they are granted their citizen- 
ship. Virtually all people born in this country 
are considered to be Canadian citizens. 
Likewise, anyone born to a Canadian parent is 
considered to be a Canadian citizen. 


If you have any questions about your claim to 
citizenship you should call the nearest 
Citizenship and Immigration Call Centre 
(phone numbers can be found at the end of this 
document). 


A CITIZENSHIP 
CERTIFICATE 


ou can obtain an application for a 

citizenship certificate by calling a 

Citizenship and Immigration Call Centre 
and asking them to send you a Proof Application 
Kit. This kit contains the Application for a 
Certificate of Citizenship (Proof of Citizenship). 
Clients outside Canada should contact the 
nearest Canadian diplomatic post to obtain an 
application form. 


The application form will ask you to provide 
certain information and certain specific docu- 
ments. If you are applying for your first citizen- 
ship certificate, you must include original 
documents or certified copies. If, however, you 
are applying to replace your certificate, you can 
send photocopies. If supporting documents are 
not in English or French, the applicant must 
provide a translation and an affidavit from the 
translator. This affidavit is a legal statement of 
fact and must by witnessed by a person 
authorized to attest affidavits (such as a lawyer). 


There is a fee accompanying the application. 
The amount of the fee is stated in the applica- 
tion form or in a separate notice from a 
Canadian diplomatic Mission. Payment must be 
included with your application form. It is not 


refundable. 


Once you have filled out your application, and 
made sure that it is signed and dated, you can 
put it in the envelope provided and mail it to 


Citizenship and Immigration Canada, P.O. Box 
7000, Sydney, NS B1P 6V6. If you are outside 
Canada, the nearest Canadian diplomatic post 
will be pleased to assist you. All applications are 
processed by officials working for Citizenship 
and Immigration Canada, a federal government 
department. ‘The information you provide on 
your application is considered to be confidential. 


If you fail to fill in relevant sections of the 
application, forget to sign the document or do 
not include the filing fee, the application will 
be returned to you. You will be instructed at 
that time about what the problem with the 
application was. You should take appropriate 
action and then return the application to the 
Case Processing Centre in Sydney, NS. 


Use the following telephone numbers to contact 
the Citizenship and Immigration Call Centre in 
your area. [he automated voice response will 
help you get answers to a wide range of citizen- 
ship questions. The line operates 24 hours a 
day. By using the touch-tone features on your 
telephone, you can order an application kit, or 
obtain general information. 


Call Centres 


Montreal (514) 496-1010 
Greater loronto (416) 973-4444 
Vancouver (604) 666-2171 


Callers outside areas listed above (toll-free) 


1-888-242-2100 


Note: If you are enquiring from outside Canada, 
please contact the Canadian Embassy, High 
Commission or Consulate covering your region. 
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